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A short walk around the village of
Auchencairn showing various points
of interest.

The walk starts at the lower end of
the village, at the War Memorial, but
could be commenced at any point on

the route

In view of the area’s association with smuggling
(not present day, of course!) it is perhaps rele-
vant that this walk starts at a point where the
fruits of smuggling in the 18™ century can be
seen. With the war memorial to your back, look
diagonally right towards a white house, which is
called Bunker Hill.

This house was partly
built by a celebrated
smuggler called John
McGirr aka "“Captain
McGirr”. Unfortunate-
ly, when smuggling
was more or less
stamped out, his
funds also gave out
and the house stood
uncompleted for twenty years. Then, the story
goes, a brother of his who had gone to America,
sent money and the house was finally completed.
He called the house Bunker Hill because his
brother was said to have fought in the battle of
that name.

To the rear of the
War memorial is the
Millennium  Gar-
den, which was cre-
ated by the local community and includes a local-
ly made sculpture consisting of a stone cairn sur-
mounted by a plinth in the shape of a pyramid.
The shape is made by linking stylised versions of
the letters "A” and “M” to indicate “Auchencairn
Millennium”. The stone cairn below contains a
time capsule containing a variety of items that
depict village life in the year 2000.
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Walking uphill away from the War Memorial you
will reach the newest building in the village cen-
tre: Heughan House. This building houses the
shop, a nursery and a flat and was funded
through a variety of sources including The Big
Lottery Fund.

The building, which was officially opened by Princess
Anne in March 2008, is owned by the community
and its running is administered by the Auchencairn
Initiative. The building is named after Joseph Heu-
ghan and a plaque in his memory has been erected
to the side of the building.

A little further uphill is ‘The Dragonfly’. This building
used to be the village inn, and its original name was
the *‘Auchencairn Arms’. The inn was the left part of
the building while the right hand part was a private
house. In more recent times the whole building was
a hotel and was renamed ‘The Old Smugglers Inn’,
no doubt to connect it with the area’s smuggling
history

Looking diagonally across the pub car park you will
see the oldest remaining building in the village:
Auchencairn Mill. Originally a mill to provide meal
to Dundrennan Abbey it has since that time been a
cow shed, a joiner's shop, a pottery and now flats.

You now cross over the road towards Chapel Cot-
tage, formally a Baptist Chapel that was bought by
one Rab Dowall the “village atheist” and converted
into a dwelling in the early 19" century, and look
towards:

The Square. This was very much the commercial
centre of the village at one time with a variety of
shops and businesses serving an extremely vibrant
community. Indeed, in 1850 there were 4 Public



Houses, 2 Hotels, 1 Baker, 7 Grocers, 2 Shoe-
makers, and 2 Tailors & Drapers throughout
the village plus 3 blacksmiths and 2 joiners.
The double fronted white building diagonally
across the road is one of the former hotels -
The Commercial Hotel.

The 3 storey building to the left has long been
a subject of much debate, often being de-
scribed derogatorily as the “Brick Buildings”.
The origin of the building is generally de-
scribed as being the intended station for a pro-
posed railway line extension that never mate-
rialized. However, Hugh Paton, in his history of
the village simply describes how the building
was -"put up by a Manchester business man,
and so aggressively out of keeping with the
rest of the village.” In the 1920’s the lower
triple frontage was occupied by (from left to
right) a baker, a grocer and an Institute with a
library and snooker room.

Continuing uphill, to the left hand side of The
Square, and you pass the Murray Hall. Much
used as a centre for community-based events,
the hall was originally built to serve as a
school associated with the Free Church that
formally stood at the top of the village. Later
this became known as the Murray Hall, having
been donated by Mrs Murray, the wife of the
first minister. Following the cessation of the
Free Church ministry within the village, the
hall fell into some disrepair for a time before
being sold for the token sum of £1 to the
Community Council.

The history of the Church of Scotland goes
back to its establishment in 1690 but it was
not until 1855 that a church was built to serve
the growing members of the Established
Church in Auchencairn.

As you continue your journey uphill you reach:

Auchencairn Church

The church, which is dedicated to St Oswald, was
opened on the 12th August 1855 and The Dum-
fries herald reported that—"The church was over-
flowing and some did not gain admission.” Re-
markably, the church had just two incumbent
Ministers between 1856 and 1949.

This was not the only church in the village and as
you continue to follow the road ahead you will
shortly reach the junction with the top of Main
Street where the Free Church was once located.

1 The church occupied what
is now an open piece of
land to the right of the 2
semi-detached cottages.
It appears that the con-
gregation declined to-
wards the beginning of
the 20th century and it
was eventually closed as
a church. One local resi-
dent remembered keep
fit classes being held in
the building during the 1940’s but the building
fell into such a state of disrepair that it was de-
molished.

Turning right into Main Street and you enter an
area of the village that has the largest concentra-
tion of listed buildings, many dating from the

Buildings of interest include:
No.22—the former village Police Station

No.47—the former home of village blacksmith
Joseph Heughan, after whom the Post Office is
named. The ring embedded in the front wall is
reputedly where he tied his horse.

The red brick building opposite is the former
Heughan Institute, which was gifted to the vil-
lage as a recreation and reading room by Robert
Heughan and was a centre of community life be-
fore the arrival of modern entertainment.

No.10—is the former village school built at the
beginning of the 19th century, closing in about
1872 when the present school was opened. The
schoolmaster lived on the first floor of the build-
ing, reached by the stone steps to the side. The
lower floor now serves as a studio for a local
craftsman who produces many varied items
made from willow.

Just off Main Street is Bakery Street and the
building to the right is the former bakery, which
is now a private dwelling but still contains the 2
large original baking ovens made in about 1865.

You now return to The Square where this short
walk ends.
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